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Headquarters  Regions  Topics

BBC World Service launches radio season "Violence begins at Home’

09 Hovember 2005, Ganevs — The BEC World Service launched yesterday four weeks of
intensive radio programming from around the world on issues related to violence and
violence prevention. The season entitled Violence beains at Home makes extensive use of
the findings and key messages of the World repart on violence and health, and was
developed in collaboration with the WHO Department of Injuries and Violence Prevention
(WHO/VIP). A related BBC World Service web site accompanies the seasan, and pravides
links to all radio programmes with additional features including an e-survey on vislence and
 "Have your say” section for visitors' comments.

UN Learning Strategy on HIVIAIDS launched at Headquarters

08 Wovambar 2005, Ganave — The first session of arientation to HIU/AIDS. in the Workplace
took place last fonth at WHO Headquarters, as part of the launch of the UN Learning
Sirategy on HIV/AIDS. The aim of the strategy is that staff of UN agencies develop the
knawledge and competencs so they can best support natianal responses to HIV/AIDS, to
ensure that staff can make informed decision to protecting themselves from HIV, and in the
event that they are infected or affected by HIV, to ensure that they know where to turn for the best possible care ~ Translation
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responsibiliies, basic facts about prevention and care, and where they can access resources in the Geneva area.
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03 Wovember 2005, Genave — An atlas of children's health and enviranment published by WHO has wan an award at
this year's British Medical Association Medical Book Competition. The WHO publication, "Inheriting the World", was
one of over 600 books submitted by medical publishers. This award proves the high value attributed to WHO

blications who first entered the BMA competition in 1998, and was awardsd the Best Medical Book of the Year for
ector Contral. Methads for Use by Individuals and Communities", WHO has gane on to win awards in 2000, 2001,
2002 and 2003, The annual BMA Medical Book Campetition, established in 1996, aims to encourage and reward
excellence in medical publishing,
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and treatment. During WHO's three-hour orientation, staff learnt about the WHO policy, staff rights and  What's for lunch?
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Second Administrative Level Boundaries project (SALB);
current state and future steps for Asia
Bangkok

28 November 2005

1. Introduction and documents
This 3 hours meeting has been organised by the UN OCHA Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific in collaboration with the SALB coordination team (WHO) and with the support of World Food Programme, Bureau for Asia.
11 participants coming from 8 different UN institutions and 1 NGO (WCS) attended this meeting (list to be found in Annex I) which followed the agenda reported in Annex II.
The paper presented during this meeting as a support for the discussion can be downloaded from the project overview page of the SALB project web site (http://www3.who.int/whosis/gis/salb/salb_home.htm, paper presented during the PCGIAP Working Group 2 workshop at the bottom of the page).
The Terms of reference for establishing a SALB editing node has also been distributed to the participants (Annex III).
2. Welcoming, presentation of the participants and objectives of the meeting
After the general welcoming and the presentation of the participants the objectives for this meeting from the SALB project side have been presented as follow:
- Presentation of the current state of SALB in Asia,

- Establishment of potential collaboration to make the data set complete and up-to-date by the end of 2006.
3. Current state of SALB in Asia
A series of slides presenting the context, the processes, the products, the current state in Asia as well as the objective setup for 2006 for the SALB project have been presented to the participants.

The objective of this presentation was to underline the fact that Asia is unfortunately far behind in the process presenting the highest percentage of countries for which we do not even have the January 2000 table, a large proportion of countries where a map that could be used is still not available and finally an important number of countries for which the map is still under validation.

A discussion followed during which each participants describes the GIS activities he was having in the region. The following issues were raised during this discussion:
· There is a need to have a clarification regarding the difference which exists between SALB and the FAO GAUL initiative

· Among the different information and data that are available from the SALB web site one of the most appreciated is the National Mapping Agencies (NMAs) contact information as this allow to have access to potential source of information. This observation in fact underlined the need for generating a knowledge database which would benefit the different agency by allowing each of them to identify who could have access to requested data or information

· In some countries the possibility to have access to higher scale maps (compare to the 1'000'000 reported for SALB) could exist. This underlined the difficulties which might be encountered when requesting the NMA to adjust more accurate internal admin boundaries (1:50,000 or 1:100,000) to the less accurate UN international boundaries standard (1:1,000,000). One suggestion made to overcome this issue would be to collect the internal administrative boundaries as lines (not polygons) and to let each users extend or shorten the line segments (same angle/direction) depending on the international boundary he is using. Unfortunately this solution would generate some other problem as we would loose the seamless aspect of the database as well as loose the possibility to include the units names and codes in the attribute table.
· Each institution is having access to personal contacts which could be useful to the SALB project. Several suggestions have been done regarding potential type of institutions to be contacted in the context of SALB (academies, NGOs,…)
· The number of countries covered differs from one institution to the other UNESCAP and FAO having the largest coverage.
· Different communication platforms, including journals, have been suggested in order to advertise the SALB effort in the Region and therefore maybe obtain some additional support.

One particular part of the discussion looked at the GIS technical capacities available in the different UN Regional Offices based in Bangkok. Table 1, which has been completed after the meeting, summaries the situation for the represented agencies.

	Option
	OCHA
	WCS
	UNEP
	UNESCAP
	UNICEF
	FAO
	WFP
	UNDP

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	X

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	

	5
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	X
	
	
	
	


Table 1 - GIS technical capacities in the UN Regional Offices based in Bangkok

The code for the options mentioned in the first column of Table 1 correspond to:
1. No GIS expert/technician at disposal in the Bangkok office and no outsourcing 

2. No GIS expert/technician at disposal in the Bangkok office but outsourced GIS technical capacity 

3. GIS expert/technician at disposal in the Bangkok office but not doing GIS related work 

4. Part time GIS expert/technician using GIS in the Bangkok office and/or supporting GIS-related activities in the field/member countries 

5. Full time GIS expert/technician using GIS in the Bangkok office and/or supporting GIS-related activities in the field/member countries 

6. GIS experts supporting GIS-related activities in the field/member countries.
4. Potential area of collaboration and establishment of a node for the SALB project in Asia
Despite the GIS capacity present in different agencies in Bangkok (see Table 1) for most of them it would be difficult to make any staff resources available for processing under the SALB project. This as well as the fact that most of these agencies might have to go in the field to respond to specific crisis and are covering a different number of countries makes it difficult to establish an editing node for the SALB project in Bangkok. 

It has therefore been accepted that a list of needs by country would be sent to the participants in order to see where they could help mainly through these networks.

Nevertheless, WFP, who might be able to put some staff resource at disposal for SALB if an other agency would be ready to coordinate data collection and validation, requires to first have the relation between GAUL and SALB clarified.
Apart from this possibility, other potential scenarios have been proposed:

- establishment a virtual node for SALB instead of a physical one which would mean that requesting for editing would be sent to all the agencies, the one having staff and time at disposal taking the job

- looking for an other location in the Region where the GIS activity could be more important
- look for a non-UN institutions which would be interested in becoming this node

All these scenarios will have to be evaluated and more information regarding their feasibility explored.
It has finally been mentioned that the Map Asia 2006, the 17th UN Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the Pacific (UNRCC-AP) and the 12th meeting of the Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia and the Pacific (PCGIAP) will take place in Bangkok between the end of august and the beginning of September and that it would be good to be in a position to show significant progresses in Asia with the SALB project in these contexts.

7. Conclusion of the meeting

All the participants underlined the importance of the SALB initiative and their willingness to support it.
Even if it has not been possible to identify one institution to become the editing node for Asia, the discussion which took place as well as the potentiality to have access to new networks in countries will represent an important asset for making progress in this part of the world.
This meeting also offered the possibility for the agencies based in Bangkok to meet and therefore start establishing a knowledge database which would be of benefit to the GIS activities performed in the region.
Annex I - List of Participants (alphabetical order)
	Philip Chinnici
	OCHA, Information Management Officer
	chinnici@un.org

	Etienne Delattre
	WCS, GIS/Landscape analyst
	edelattre@wcs.org

	Steeve Ebener
	WHO, SALB project manager
	ebeners@who.int

	David Hastings
	UNESCAP, Information, Communication and Space Technology Division
	hastingsd@un.org 

	Mona Lacoul
	UNICEF
	mlacoul@unicef.org

	Naoki Minamiguchi
	FAO, Vulnerability Analysis Coordinator
	Naoki.Minamiguchi@fao.org

	Tin Aung Moe
	UNEP, Senior Programme Officer
	Tin.Moe@rrcap.unep.org

	Nokeo Ratanavong
	UNESCAP, Information, Communication and Space Technology Division
	ratanavong.unescap@un.org

	Michael Sheinkman
	WFP, Regional Officer, Vulnerability, Analysis and Mapping (VAM)
	Michael.Sheinkman@wfp.org

	Ian Thomas
	UNDP
	free_world_maps@hotmail.com

	Craig Williams
	OCHA, Information Management Officer, 
	williamscv@un.org


Annex II - Agenda

	9:00 – 9:30
	Welcoming Coffee

	9:30 - 10:00
	Presentation of the participants, meeting's objectives and acceptation of the agenda

	10:00 - 10:30
	The SALB project: introduction, current state and future steps for Asia

	10:30 - 11:00
	Discussion 1: Participants experience, contacts and own collection of administrative units maps for the Region 

	11:00 - 11:45
	Discussion 2 :

- establishment of a node for the SALB project in Asia

- potential areas of collaboration

- future actions

	11:45 - 12:00
	Conclusion and closure of the meeting


Annex III - Terms of Reference, data compilation and editing node for Asia
Background

The Second Administrative Level Boundaries dataset (http://www3.who.int/whosis/gis/salb/salb_home.htm, SALB), aims at creating a standardized working platform for the collection, management, analysis, visualization and sharing of sub national data. Firstly designed for generating a database representative of the situation observed in January 2000 this initiative is now providing free access, for non commercial use, to validated data and maps regarding changes which occurred in UN Member States since 1990 at the 1 sub national level and since 2000 at the 2nd sub national level. In order to reduce the cost of the project, being more efficient when contacting the National mapping Agencies (NMA) and make SALB reach the present by the end of 2006, the project is looking for additional node which would take care of part of the technical work associated to Americas.
Main responsibilities:

Within the context of the SALB project the main responsibilities of data compilation and editing node for the Asia would be to help the project coordination team, located at WHO Headquarter in Geneva, by collecting the necessary information to update the available maps and insure the necessary editing work to be performed on the maps.
It is therefore important that the institution which becomes the node for the Asia has available skills in GIS, a good knowledge of the continent and if possible its own network in countries.

Main objectives of the work

The node will be responsible for leading and performing the following technical work:
· Insure the comparison between the list of administrative units received from the NMA and the map at disposal following the protocol prepared for the context of the SALB project
· Look for the missing information or map in order to update available maps and make them correspond to the table received from the NMA
· Perform the necessary editing work in order to obtain the final map to be posted on the SALB web site using the editing protocol generated for the context of the project
This work will be performed in close collaboration with the project coordination team which would be in charge of:

· Providing the necessary material in order to perform the comparison between the tables and the maps,

· Providing the technical support to the node by answering questions that might be raised

· Taking care of the validation process of the final map with the NMA

· Posting the final map on the SALB web site
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