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Since the Rome meeting the efforts of the Task force on administrative boundaries (TFAB) have been put in the Second Administrative Level Boundaries (SALB) data base project.

This project should provide the UN community with a publicly available digital data set representative of January 2000 and to be used with the GIS technology. A specific coding scheme with updating protocols have been elaborated and reviewed. They will be implemented within the SALB layers. The complete technical description of this product as well as the coding scheme documents can be downloaded from the TFAB web site mentioned in the header.

The constitution of this data set is following 3 major steps:

1. compilation of existing data sets; 

2. editing work in order to create a homogenous global coverage; and 

3. checking of the validity and representativity of the selected maps (country by country). 

The progress of work for these 3 steps are now presented.

1. Compilation of existing data set

Twenty-two UN and non-UN institutions, identified has potential data providers, have been contacted for the data compilation (a complete list of these institutions can be found on the TFAB web site).

Until now, this compilation has allowed the collection of public domain digital maps for 177 countries at first administrative level and 91 at the second administrative level (over a total of 248 countries or territories considered). Regarding UN member States, (189), 164 are covered at the first administrative level (87%) and 90 at the second administrative level (48 %).

We are still looking for digital maps for the missing countries especially at the second administrative level (Appendix 1). It is important to mention that a second administrative level may not exist for 26 of the 99 UN states for which a digital map is still missing at the second administrative level. This observation concerns also 9 of the 27 UN states mentioned as missing for the first administrative level.

One promising source of information could come from a private company (MACON AG) that was contacted by the task group last august. They would be ready to give a public access to their administrative boundaries data set under certain conditions. The UN cartographic section is currently working on an agreement with them in order to be able to have access to these data.

Due to the important diversity observed in the quality of digital maps collected, it already clearly appears that the final product will be more adapted for thematic mapping than for precise location or for modelling using GIS.

Some data sets presenting restriction regarding redistribution have also been collected. These data sets will not be included in the final data set but will be used as source of information for the editing process.

In order to fell the gaps, efforts have been made to inform the UN and the international community about the SALB project. Until know the project has been presented:

- by Ms Jana Meliskova from UNECE during the work session on methodological issues involving the integration of statistics and geography that was held in Tallinn from the 25 to the 28 of september 2001.

- by Mr Santiago Borrero from GSDI during the PAIGH Assembly that was held in Bogota from the 24 October to the 1 of November.
The presentation of the project received good feedback from these presentation and we are now hoping to be able to take contact with some of the participants that were attending these meetings. In addition to that, the creation and management of a web site for the task group by CIESIN is constituting a precious communication media that will now be used in order to inform potential partners and the UNGIWG about the progress of the project.

2. Editing work

According to the workplan, the editing work was supposed to start at the beginning of October. Due to the delay that we had to face regarding the reception of some data set, the necessity of comparing the different data set in order to avoid duplication of work and the lack of reliable information regarding the second administrative level this work has still not started by now.

Part of this period was then used to create edition protocols that will allow us to insure consistency during all the editing process.

The comparison of all the data sets received has now been achieved and a process for collecting more reliable information is currently under review. These information are necessary for updating and correcting the digital maps collected in order to make them representative of January 2000. Potential partner have been identified, including the UN map library, for the collection of these information and we will certainly also contact the different UN agencies having operations on the field.

In order to maintain consistency between the national and the sub-national levels, the SALB Project is closely working with the Task Group on International Borders that will provide us with the international borders to be used in the context of SALB.

ESRI has also accepted to provide the project with a free ArcInfo evaluation licence that will be used in different steps during the edition process.

We are planning to be finished with the edition work by the end of January 2002.

3. Checking of the validity of the final product

Before including the final document in the SALB data set, it is necessary to obtain the clearance by the corresponding country. This is in order to reduce the number of complaints that could be received after having given the public access to the SALB product. 

The process for this clearance is currently under review and should be activated soon through the UN map library.

Appendix 1 List of the countries and territories for which a public digital map is still missing (The cells in grey are indicating UN member states)

1.a at the second administrative level

Albania
Ecuador
Liechtenstein
Saint Pierre and Miquelon

Algeria
Egypt
Lithuania
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

American Samoa
El Salvador
Luxembourg
Samoa

Andorra
Equatorial Guinea
Macau
San Marino

Anguilla
Estonia
Maldives
Sao Tome and Principe

Antigua and Barbuda
Falkland Islands
Malta
Saudi Arabia

Argentina
Faroe islands
Marshall islands
Seychelles

Aruba
Fiji
Martinique
Singapore

Australia
France
Mauritius
Slovakia

Austria
French Guiana
Mayotte
Slovenia

Azerbaijan
French Polynesia
Micronesia (Federated States of)
Solomon Islands

Bahamas
French Southern and Antarctic Territories
Midway Islands
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands

Bahrain
Gibraltar
Monaco
Spratly Islands

Baker Island
Glorioso Islands
Mongolia
Surinam

Barbados
Greenland
Montserrat
Svalbard and Jan Mayen

Belarus
Grenada
Namibia
Switzerland

Belize
Guadeloupe
Nauru
Taiwan

Bermuda
Guam
Netherlands
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Bhutan
Guernsey
Netherlands Antilles
Togo

Bolivia
Guinea
New Caledonia
Tokelau

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Guyana
New Zealand
Tonga

Bouvet island
Heard Island and McDonald Islands
Nicaragua
Tunisia

British Indian Ocean Territory
Holy See
Niue
Turkey

British Virgin Islands
Howland Island
Norfolk Island
Turkmenistan

Brunei Darussalam
Hungary
Northern_Mariana_islands
Turks and Caicos Islands

Bulgaria
Iceland
Occupied Palestinian Territory
Tuvalu

Canada
Iraq
Palau
Ukraine

Cape Verde
Ireland
Paracel Islands
United Arab Emirates

Cayman islands
Isle of Man
Paraguay
United Kingdom

Chile
Israel
Peru
Uruguay

Christmas Island
Jamaica
Pitcairn Island
US Virgin Islands

Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Jarvis Island
Portugal
Vanuatu

Colombia
Jersey
Qatar
Venezuela

Comoros
Johnston Atoll
Republic of Korea
Wake island

Cook Islands
Juan De Nova Island
Republic of Moldova
Wallis and Futuna

Costa Rica
Kazakhstan
Romania
Western Sahara

Croatia
Kiribati
Réunion
Yugoslavia

Czech Republic
Kuwait
Saint Helena


Dominica
Latvia
Saint Kitts and Nevis


Dominican Republic
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Saint Lucia


1.b at the first administrative level

American Samoa
Fiji
Macau
Saint Lucia

Andorra
French Polynesia
Maldives
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines

Anguilla
French Southern and Antarctic Territories
Malta
Samoa

Antigua and Barbuda
Gibraltar
Marshall islands
San Marino

Aruba
Glorioso Islands
Martinique
Singapore

Baker Island
Grenada
Midway Islands
Solomon Islands

Barbados
Guam
Monaco
South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands

Bermuda
Guernsey
Montserrat
Spratly Islands

Bosnia and Herzegovina
Heard Island and McDonald Islands
Nauru
Svalbard and Jan Mayen

Bouvet island
Holy See
New Caledonia
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

British Indian Ocean Territory
Howland Island
Niue
Tokelau

Christmas Island
Isle of Man
Norfolk Island
Tonga

Cocos (Keeling) Islands
Jarvis Island
Northern_Mariana_islands
Turks and Caicos Islands

Cook Islands
Jersey
Palau
Tuvalu

Croatia
Johnston Atoll
Paracel Islands
Vanuatu

Dominica
Juan De Nova Island
Pitcairn Island
Wake island

Falkland Islands
Kiribati
Republic of Moldova
Wallis and Futuna

Faroe islands
Liechtenstein
Saint Helena






