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The SALB project — short history

2000: First meeting of the UN Geographic Information Working
Group (UNGIWG) UNGIWG

=) International and administrative boundaries recognized as
key cross cutting layers for all the UN

=) Establishment of two task groups:

* International Boundaries (land and maritime) and

Coastlines
Task Managers: Ms. Hélene Bray, Cartographic Section/LIRD/DPI
Mr. Robert Sandev, Law of the Sea/OLA

o« Administrative Boundaries

Task Managers: Mr. Steeve Ebener, WHO
Mr. Uwe Deichmann, The World Bank
Mr Amor Laaribi, DESA
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The SALB project — short history

2001: Preliminary inventory of existing administrative
boundaries datasets

UM Programmes [ Agencies UMHCR LINICEF UHEFR UHESCO Fad W B w'H O
Existence of admin boundaries database es Yes es Under const. Ve Yas Yas
Daa=source “arious “arnous wWarious ? “arious “Warious Warious
Courtry borders and coastlines GIET OIC 7 7 O Chiy O Chiy OCcwy ADS
Hurnber of countries cowveraed =t subnaional lewsd ? 45 7 7 118 7 167
Total mumber of admin unit at the lowest lewel ? TEIA 2 2 3383 2 377648
Redistribution for UN agencies Fartial Yas Fartial /7 7 Yes 7 Yas
Resezrch center / Industry patners CIESIN ESRI Landscan 178 countries were taken into account in
Existence of admin boundaries database Vs Yes Yes these tables (191UN Member States without
D=tz source Warious ESRI? Warious Barbados, Cook Islands, Dominica, Grenada,
Courtry borders and coastlines 0w “anous Oy Monaco, Nauru, Niue, Palau, St Kitts and
Murnber of cnuntrie;cn\.-'e!'ed =t subnaional lewd 161 145 161 Nevis, St Lucia, St Vincent and the

Tl:l‘tE!| nl__lml:-.er of admin unit a‘t the lowest lewel 135qm EIE‘-d'." . 3211 Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino)

Redistribution for UN agencies Fartizl Under discussion M

=) Most, if not all, thought the administrative units (districts)
were already mapped

=) Emphasized the importance of putting a mechanism in place
to combine the different sources together mm) SALB
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The SALB project — short history

Very quickly realised that the identified sources were presenting
different numbers of administrative units!?

Country WYHOD FAD LIMICEF LIMEF Landscan 98 CIESIM
Mexico 2461 2384 2406
Migeria s 554 538 540 538
South Africa 419 427 254 291 a7d

=) Needed some kind of "ground reference"
) Start of the engagement with the National Mapping Agencies
ﬂ Creation of the SALB Historic Changes database and codes

101 BB 1403 156 1 6.108. 5 RI0.08. BE 0 BETITIZ0M [ TE11I0E-S00E 2001 0107 200 130,06 006 LT H0E30. .08 | 0l0TI00608.08M0T

B Y -TH T GAHEE B.lﬂ'trrl UGHEE Bty UGAEE | Bulerg UGAEE | Bulergl UGHEE |Eulergl UGAHTE

N hrgame UGAE  [Murgano UGAOE [N krgane UGHOE | Nrgane UGAOE | NLrgams UGAE | W Lrgams GATD

EEET] EEET] TGAES

Kb Uckecl] hala UGHTE [Barla GAT2
Mb o GAOE  [Mbaara UG [Mbaaa UGAO3 [Mbaraa UGAE pETs =T CEEE

u_n:u- UGHTS  [Hnlwra GAHT S

Buldda UGATT [Eu GAT |

T e R ] UGS |Torao UG4S | Torao UG TP T
Torao k] [ (Bl | oA | [VeAr (Bl | UoAw [Belm | A
Falba IGO0  |Pallza UG |Palllsa UG | Palllsa UG  |Palllsa GO0 m_um:
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The SALB project — short history

2004: Using the historic changes database (126 countries) could
come to the conclusion that 57% of the maps used within
the UN were not even corresponding to the situation
observed in countries in January 2000 !

) Task much bigger than primarily thought
m) Importance of the time (historic data) component

2005: The tsunami in South East Asia highlighted the importance
of the direct channel that SALB establishes with National
Mapping Agencies (NMA)

B Creation of the NMA contact information database
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SALB today

= A channel and a collaboration between the UN and the
NMAS
= A team made of:

e Coordination office at WHO HQ, Geneva

* Regional nodes (UNECA; UNECLAC, UN Map library, WHO,
UNESCAP, Asian Institute of Technology)

e Volunteers
= Continued collaboration with the UN Cartographic Section
regarding the international boundaries and coastlines

* A documented process which:

e ensures data compatibility between countries
e could be applied to other layers
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SALB today

= A working platform for the collection, management,

visualization and sharing of sub national data/information:
e covers all the UN Member States

o is freely accessible (non-commercial use => copyright)
* is validated by the National Mapping Agencies

 is standardized (international border, metadata, spelling,
coding scheme, editing)

* The only authoritative and seamless dataset for Second
Level Boundaries (District/County level) to address
today's challenges, including but not limited to:

« Climate change e Health pandemics
* Disaster risk reduction e Poverty
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SALB today

= A database consisting of:
« National Mapping Agencies contact information
» 168 countries (71 updated in 2009)

e Coded historic changes starting from 1990 at the 1st sub

national level and from 2000 at the 2"9 sub national level
e January 2000 table for 172 countries
e Historic changes for 138 countries (30 reaching 2009)

 GIS format maps corresponding to each administrative
structure observed since January 2000

e validated for 48 countries (15 reaching 2009)
e under validation for 50 countries (accessible to the UN)

m) 51 % of all UN Member States
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SALB today

= A new portal (www.unsalb.org)

e access to the SALB database

« management platform for the project
e ~950 visits/month

e 271 users registered on the new portal
since the launching (26 June 09)

= A newsletter (sent every 3 months)

= A facilitator to establish links between S E
different communities: e pr—

e within countries (i.e. NMA and health sector)
* between the NMA, the international community and
the private sector
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SALB today

= A point of entry for the UN to several regional and
global initiatives/committees including:

* the International Steering Committee for Global Mapping
(ISCGM)

* the Permanent Committee on Spatial Data Infrastructure for
the Americas (PC-IDEA) and the Pan American Institute of
Geography and History (PAIGH)

e the Permanent Committee on GIS Infrastructure for Asia &
the Pacific (PCGIAP)

* the Committee on Development Information, Science and
Technology (CODIST)

* the Global Spatial Data Infrastructure (GSDI)
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SALB today

= A contribution to the building of the content for the
Global Spatial Data Infrastructure (GSDI)

) A philosophy of work
* long term sustainable process instead of "quick
and dirty" work
e countries at the centre of the process with the UN
playing a facilitation role

e large and collaborative approach to take advantage
of each institution mandate, skills and area of work

m) More than just an other database
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Benefits of using &
contributing to SALB

Using authoritative information and data
validated by the countries allows to:

e assess the quality and/or level of completeness of
other datasets (only 25 to 40 % correct)

e reduce duplication of efforts and therefore transfer
resources to other priorities

e ensure the collection, management and sharing of

Information and data corresponding to a reality on
the ground

e proper information management
e real data compatibility
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Benefits of using &
contributing to SALB

« effective decision making

MDG Monitoring Population vulnerability Disease Pandemic

~ HIV/IAIDS /

Head Count Index

[Jso-7s =
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Sources: Boundary files from Centro Internacional de Agricultura (CIAT),
Poverty estimates from Hentschel et al. 2000
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Benefits of using &
contributing to SALB

Establishing a direct channel with the National

Mapping Agencies in countries allows to:
e access data and capacities much faster in time of
Crisis
 Thailand (2004): 2 months to get the data
e Indonesia (2006): 8 hours !
M) Support response

e |link the NMASs with other sectors in countries...

...as well as with the international community and
potential donors (NSDI)

‘ Capacity building and sustainable development
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Next stage for SALB

1. Institutionalize the project

e The administrative structure of countries will continue

to evolve
 The project has reached its maturity in terms of:
e process * management
e network . ...

* human resources

‘We can convert the project into a long term
Initiative
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Next stage for SALB

2. Expand the actual partnership to fill the gaps

NMA contact information GIS format maps
100% -
90% - 0 No Information nor
data available
80%
7 Map under validation
0% -
60% - 1 No administrative
50% - units
a0% - © Older than 01.01.2006
30% -
01.01.2006-31.12.2007
20% -
10% - B More recent than
o 01.01.2008
AF fU AM A ME AM AP AF K ME AM  AF EU AP ME

Historic changes table
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Next stage for SALB

3. Improve some technical aspects

e International boundaries

‘ Continue to support the improvement of the UN
International boundaries knowledge base by the
UN Cartographic Section

e Coastlines

‘ Replace the current coastline by a more accurate
dataset (current discussions with NGA)
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Next stage for SALB

In order for this to happen we would need to:

e Put the SALB project under the umbrella of the UN
Secretariat

e Find an institution based in Geneva ready to host an half
time position to supervise the technical aspect of the

project (staff already working on the project and funds
available for the coming year)

e Bring additional UN agencies on board of the partnership
e reach NMAs in countries where we still have gaps

e catch the present as soon as possible in order to put the
project into the updating mode

e Secure long term funding (SALB, International boundaries)
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